INTERLEUKIN-6, also named B-cell stimulatory factor, is a glycoprotein with a molecular weight of 26 kDa. Increased serum levels of interleukin-6 (IL-6) are found in several disease conditions. We investigated the importance of a deteriorated kidney function upon IL-6 serum concentrations. No relation was found between serum levels of IL-6 and s-creatinine, r 0.004. On the other hand, the serum concentration of complement protein factor D and soluble IL-2 receptor showed a good correlation to s-creatinine, r 0.92 and 0.79, respectively. In conclusion, serum levels of IL-6 are not dependent upon a reduced kidney function.
Introduction
Interleukins or cytokines are message molecules which regulate important immunological functions. All interleukins have low molecular weights.
Increased levels of interleukin-6 (IL-6), also known as the B-cell stimulatory factor, or originally named interferon f12 (IFNfl2) 12 High levels have been found in synovial fluid in rheumatoid patients, but not in those with active osteoarthritis. Furthermore, increased serum levels of have been found during allograft rejection. 13 A close relation is also seen between body temperature and IL-6 levels. 4 Since serum levels of IL-6 are increased in several different diseases, it could be of great importance to investigate how a reduced kidney function From an experimental point of view it has also been shown that turnout necrosis factor influences IL-6 kinetics. 25 In conclusion, when evaluating serum levels of IL-6 in different disease states there is no need for correction due to a reduced glomerular filtration rate.
